
 SUFFOLK COUNTY PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER AND 
AUTOMATIC FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS LICENSING BOARD 

c/o Suffolk County Fire-Rescue, P.O. Box 127, Yaphank, NY 11980-0127 
631-852-4855

 
Minutes of the 

March 29, 2011 Meeting 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The meeting was brought to order by J. Searing at 10:13am. 
 
E. Springer is excused from the meeting. 
 
Hearing 
 
Firematic Supply Co., Inc. hearing.  This portion of the minutes will be taken by N. 
Limoncelli from Five Star Reporting. 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
A. Varajaro asked the Board for direction in regards to hiring practices based on the 
new requirements.  The Board discussed a grace period to get the new hire trained and 
certified.  The Board discussed the new hire being an apprentice. 
 
A. LaValle questioned hiring a person that had previously worked for another company 
and had been trained, but their certificates would say their previous employer.  J. Caputi 
stated that the Board could consider a transition between the two companies. 
 
L. Lopez asked if there is a leeway for getting a license for a new employee that is new 
to the industry.  The Board discussed the need to come up with an apprentice/laborer 
type procedure.  A. LaValle questioned the fees for this type of person. 
 
J. Meyer discussed using workers from the union hall and questioned how he should 
handle notifying the Board about this type of employee.  He was told to contact the 
Board to notify them that he is using these employees.  J. Meyer questioned why his 
employees that work solely on systems need to know how to recharge a fire 
extinguisher.  R. Alexander also questioned this requirement.  M. Matteo discussed the 
reasoning for the requirements and tried to explain to them that similarly as a Fire 
Marshal he has to take codes classes that have nothing to do with his job as a Fire 
Marshal, but it is a requirement to maintain his certification.  J. Meyer and R. Alexander 
would like to see two (2) separate types of licenses, one for portables and one for 
systems.  They suggested having the systems license applicant recharge a system tank 
rather than a portable extinguisher. 
 
M. Matteo discussed the need to look into a union type laborer and non-permanent 
employees.  J. Searing stated that his may be able to be addressed in the Rules and 
Regulations. 
 
M. Matteo again stressed the need for the public to send in their questions in writing to 
the Board.  This gives the Board the opportunity to discuss and review the questions 
before the meeting and possibly have answers for the meeting. 
 



Fire Extinguisher Licensing Board 
March 29, 2011 Meeting 

Page 2 of 3 
 

J. Searing discussed creating an email address for the Board. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
A motion was made by M. Matteo to accept the minutes from the February 10, 2011 
meeting; seconded by K. Hahn.  Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Correspondence 
 
None 
 
Application(s) Review 
 
None 
 
Reported Violations Review 
 
None 
 
Report of the Chairperson 
 
J. Searing discussed the wording changes to the 294.22 Licensing Board section of the 
law.  The County Attorney drafted a resolution to amend the section. 
 
294.22 letter A, number 4 will be amended to read “Two industry representatives who 
shall be selected through submission of resumes, interview and appointment by the 
Commissioner”. 
 
294-22 letter B will be amended to read “The three appointed members of the Board 
shall each serve for a three-year term, and may be removed by the Board only for 
cause.  However, for the industry representative appointments made to the Board in 
2011, one shall be appointed for a term of three years and one shall be appointed for a 
term of two years”. 
 
Report of the County Attorney 
 
None at this time. 
 
Report of Fire Marshals 
 
M. Matteo reported that there is nothing outstanding at this time. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
J. Searing stated that the Fire Command Co., Inc. hearing can not be finalized until E. 
Springer returns. 
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J. Searing stated that a list of companies that did not reapply needs to be created and 
when E. Springer returns he can give an update on how the inspections are going. 
 
New Business 
 
None at this time. 
 
K. Hahn Made a motion to go into executive session at 11:02am.  M. Matteo seconded.  
Motion carried.  
 
The Board came out of executive session at 11:30am. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by K. Hahn, and seconded by P. Hanratty.  
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:37am. 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT GUESTS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT 
John M. Searing Jacqueline Caputi Kristine Bolliger 
Kenneth Hahn Nicole Limoncelli 

Five Star Reporting 
 

Peter Hanratty Jim Meyer 
Firemasters 

 

Michael Matteo Reynold Alexander 
Lund Fire Products 

 

 Don Hausz 
All-Out Fire 

 

 Alex LaValle 
BK Engineering 

 

 Anthony Varajao 
All Island Fire 

 

 Lynn Lopez 
All Island Fire 

 

 
NEXT MEETING/WORKSHOP April 28, 2011 

TIME 10:00am 
LOCATION FRES Library 

 
























































