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Meeting Number 7 

Location:  Suffolk County Community College – Eastern Campus –  
   121 Speonk-Riverhead Road, Riverhead, New York  

Start/End: 7:00 p.m. / 9:00 p.m. 

Attending: Members
  Edward Bausman, Wayne Grothe, Debra Barnes, Cornelia Schlenk, 

John Aldred, Stuart Heath, Arnold Leo, Karen Rivara, Kim Paulsen 
(representing Martin Trent), Seth Squicciarino (representing the 
Honorable Vivian Viloria-Fisher), Tom Isles 

Staff
  D. Davies, L. Fischer, J. Kohn, M. Mule, C. Einemann, B. DelGiudice 

  CEQ 
James Bagg, Michael Kaufmann 

Other
Gregory Greene, Keith Brewer, Kim Somers, Ed Jurzenia, Matthew 
Atkinson, David Berger, Bob Wemyss, Bob Lintz, Gary Crowther, 
Jennifer Skilbred, Hon. Edward Romaine, Michael Kujawa, Jed 
Quaranta, Dean Yaxa, Darline Duffy 

Public Hearing on Draft DGEIS Scoping Document

The public hearing began at approximately 7:10 pm 

Opening remarks, introductions and agenda discussed by Mr. Tom Isles. He noted that 
Mr. Michael Kaufman, Vice Chairman of the Suffolk County CEQ, was in attendance 
as the representative of the CEQ. 

Draft DGEIS Scoping Document presentation given by Greg Greene of Cashin 
Associates (CA): 
The Suffolk County Shellfish Aquaculture Lease Program is subject to the SEQR 
process.  The project will fall under a Type I action, and Suffolk County will act as the 
lead agency.  To date, an Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) has been prepared, 
and a positive declaration has been issued.  A Generic Environmental Impact Statement 



(GEIS) will be prepared to meet the requirements under SEQR.  CA is currently in the 
“Public Scoping Process” of the GEIS.  Public comments are currently being accepted 
by the County until May 17, 2007. 

Public Comment Session

Mr. Isles acknowledged three written comments submitted prior to meeting by Hon. 
Hon. Philip Cardinale (Supervisor, Riverhead Town), Honorable Barbara A. Blass 
(Councilwoman, Riverhead Town) and Laura Stephenson (PEP Program Coordinator,
Natural Resources Subcommittee). All three comments will be submitted into the 
record as part of the Public Comment Section of the Scoping Document and are 
included in this meeting summary as Attachments #1, 2, and 3. 

Note: Two written comments were received by the close of the comment period. See 
memo from Mr. Ed Bausman and letter from Ms. Alice Weber on impacts of hydraulic 
dredging in Attachment #4; and letter from Ms. Jennifer Skilbred reflecting the 
concerns of the Group For The South Fork in Attachment #5.  

Public Speaker 1 
Bob Wemyss, North Shore Baymen Association 
Comments: 

Mr. Wemyss expressed concerns over water quality impacts associated with 
hydraulic dredging (benthic community impacts, resuspension impacts, impacts 
to a depth of 6-8 inches in the bottom).  It was also reported that dredge boats 
caused a large, persistent  plume of suspended sediments in Little Neck Bay. 
Layering a lease over oyster grants for other species cultivation (i.e. hard clams) 
appears to be part of the project scope and he was concerned about whether 
other entities beside existing oyster grant owners will be allowed to cultivate 
other species on grant lands. 
Mr. Wemyss believes that past relay programs are responsible for the 
introduction of Brown Tide and Red Tide into east end waters (i.e., Little Neck 
Bay relay program to Peconic Bays in the early 1980s introduced Brown Tide 
into Peconic Bay; Maine relay program to Huntington Bay introduced Red 
Tide) and is concerned that future aquaculture plantings may cause additional 
impacts. 
Harvesting of natural shellfish stocks should not be allowed under the 
aquaculture program. How will new leases be vetted to prove that no natural 
claim population exists on the lease? 
Raised the issue of the legality of the original grants. 
Raised concern that if you allow lessees to dredge natural clams then the net 
population will drop. 
Mr. Wemyss recommended that information gathering sessions should include 
stakeholders from other areas outside of the east end towns who also have 
commercial shellfish interest in the Peconic and Gardiners Bays. 
Mr. Wemyss believes that Gardiners Bay has good deep water harvesting for 
clams, which should be protected.  Clammers who have been working in deep 



water in Oyster Bay (20 to 45 feet deep) may want to move into Gardiners Bay 
when the Long Island Sound stocks are depleted.
He suggested that there is conflict in jurisdiction for NYS-owned underwater 
lands to be leased by Suffolk County. 

Public Speaker 2 
David Bergen, Southold Town Trustee 
Comments: 

The Town of Southold is in the process of addressing moorings within Town 
waters, and he stated that the Town would like to coordinate this decision 
process with the aquiculture lease program.  
Aquaculture shoreline buffer zone of 1,000 ft may be in conflict with the 1,500 
foot jurisdiction established by the Local Waterfront Development Programs. 

Public Speaker 3 
Bob Link 
Comments: 

Scoping document discusses potential adverse impacts, but should also address 
significant beneficial impacts. 
No liberation to lessees as to payment of fees. A lease fee is fine, but perhaps 
County should impose a fee—suggested 2% of sales for shellfish landed. 
Also need to include an assessment for the endangered species found within the 
study area. 
Calcium carbonate of shells may have implications to global warming, plus 
serve as a carbon sequestration mechanism. 

Public Speaker 4 
Matthew Atkinson, Peconic Baykeeper 
Comments: 

Objectives of the Peconic Baykeeper are to have a healthy ecosystem, and 
aquaculture does have a place. 
Mitigation of potential impacts is needed. 
Include recreational shellfishing and finfishing in scope. 
Should not allow bottom cultivation within SAV existing and historical areas.
Lease system should be kept fluid and monitored to see if leases remain 
productive over time, which may allow for the decrease or increase in certain 
areas.  The aquaculture program should be phased in, so that the program can 
be adjusted based on early findings.
Hydraulic dredging should first be performed in experimental areas.  Peconic 
Baykeeper controls bottom lands and is looking to perform experiments on 
bottom culture. 
Should address if oyster grants will be used for other types of shellfish 
cultivation.
Exclude undesired areas – areas that are too shallow, too much wave action, etc. 
There is extensive information regarding water quality in the bay, and it should 
be considered, plus monitored throughout the program. 



The legal setting should be fleshed out. What was conveyed to Suffolk County? 

Public Speaker 5 
Dean Yaxa, Oyster Grant holder (15 years of experience) 
Comments: 

Does not want the proposed leasing program to move his existing grant or have 
it altered. 
Name recognition for product, as to place of origin,  is important. 
Bottom cultures several species on his plot. 
Shares his lease and has had no problems with boaters. 
Supportive of the progress of scoping (CA’s meeting with Marine Farmers), 
and has not experienced any problem with boaters and fishermen. 

Public Speaker 6 
Hon. Edward Romaine, Legislator 
Comments: 

Had questions regarding approval of the scoping documents, specifically 
whether the County Legislature would have to approve it.  James Bagg 
responded with a description of the approval process. Yes, the Legislature must 
approve  the  GEIS. 

Public Speaker 7 
Wayne Grothe, The Nature Conservancy 
Comments: 

Villages may have 1,500 feet jurisdiction from the shoreline.  Navigation law 
may also dictate some setbacks. 

End of Public Hearing (8:40 p.m.).  Public comment period to remain open for next 
two weeks.  Written/oral comments may be submitted to SC Planning Department 
(DeWitt Davies) until May 17, 2007. 

ALPAC Meeting #7 then called to order

There were no comments made on the March 22, 2007 ALPAC meeting summary.  

Per request from Mr. A. Leo, the letter received by D. Davies from Hon. Norman C. 
Edwards, Jr., Town of East Hampton Trustee, reflecting his comments after attending 
the Project Kickoff meeting on February 6, 2007 will be attached to the summary of 
this meeting (Attachment #6). 

T. Isles announced that Mr. Jeffrey Kassner has left his position at CA and hence, will 
no longer be serving as CA’s project manager. He indicated that Mr. Greg Greene will 
be assuming this role on the project, and that other professional staff from CA have 
been assigned to the project as well. 

Progress report on data collection was then presented by Keith Brewer, CA.



The study area has been divided into five distinct areas: Area 1, Flanders Bay; Area 2, 
Great Peconic Bay; Area 3, Little Peconic Bay; Area 4, Noyack Bay, Southold Bay, 
Shelter Island Sound; and Area 5, Gardiners Bay.  NYSDEC Temporary Marine Area 
Use Assignments (TMAUAs) were identified and plotted on the navigational charts for 
study area.  Some TMAUAs appear to be partially or completely within the 1000 foot 
buffer zone, specifically in Areas 1, 2 and 4.  Further investigation is needed to 
determine if those locations are accurate.  Scallop areas and eelgrass beds were also 
identified and plotted on the study area maps.  The scallop areas plotted are 
preliminary, based on CA’s interview with full-time bayman, Nathan Andruski.  The 
eelgrass beds plotted were based on a previous study conducted by CA in 1997.  CA 
noted that these maps are working maps that will be modified over time with access to 
new pertinent information.

Committee Member Comments: 
Arnold Leo, East Hampton Baymen’s Association: 

Sewer outfalls and uncertified areas need to be added to the map. 

CA response – CA is planning on adding these areas to the working maps.  Only two 
areas are known to exist within the study area – in Flanders Bay (Area 1) and north of 
Shelter Island (Area 5). 

John Aldred, East Hampton Town Shellfish Hatchery: 
East Hampton Commercial Fishing Advisory Committee (advisory to the EH 
Town Board) should be added to the stakeholders list.  Arnold Leo is the 
consultant, and Bruce Hoek is the contact.

CA response – East Hampton Commercial Fishing Advisory Committee will be added 
to the stakeholders list. 

Cornelia Schlenk, Sea Grant: 
The NYSDEC Shellfish Advisory Committee, of which she is the chair, should 
be contacted for input since baymen on this committee come from the five west 
end towns.

Debra Barnes, NYSDEC: 
Members of baymen groups outside of the East End towns should be contacted. 
She also suggested that local catches of shellfish reported by interviewed 
baymen should be quantified to the extent possible. 

Ed Bausman, Shelter Island: 
Finfish impacts associated with dredging (i.e. loss of finfish habitat during 
hydraulic harvest process) should be addressed in the GEIS. 

Public Portion/Comment



Bob Wemyss voiced concern over the lack of representation of baymen from west end 
towns on  ALPAC. Baymen from Huntington, etc. harvest shellfish in the Peconics and 
should be included.

In response to the request made by Hon. Vivian Viloria-Fisher at the March 22, 2007 
ALPAC meeting, Jennifer Kohn, Suffolk County Dept. of Law reported on the 
question of whether the Legislator’s position as a voting member of the SC CEQ was 
in any way a conflict with her voting membership on ALPAC. Ms. Kohn stated that it 
was the opinion of the Dept. of Law that there was no conflict, and that if a formal 
determination on the question was required, a request for same would have to be sent 
to the Suffolk County Board of Ethics. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m. 



Attachment #1





Attachment #2



Attachment #3



Attachment #4













Attachment #5





Dear Dewitt, 

I am a commercial fisherman who fishes nine months annually exclusively in Gardiners 
Bay and Cherry Harbor.  I would like to express my concern about the leasing of any 
public bottom land in those bodies of water for they are very productive.  I own a 40 foot 
dragger and make my living trawling in those areas that are not being utilized by trap 
fishermen, conch and lobster potters, gill net setters, clammers and hook and liners.  I 
attended the meeting held in Southampton on February 6, and found the public comments 
basically supportive of leasing unproductive public lands for small aquaculture 
operations.

I do believe that we can utilize unproductive bottom land for small private aquaculture 
sites, but I caution that the County only look to lease bottom lands which are currently 
not productive in commercial shellfish and finfish harvesting.  In summarizing the public 
comments rendered at the two kickoff meetings over the Counties proposal, I see 
that several baymen and fishermen have expressed concern over leasing any of the 
productive bottom lands in Gardiners Bay.  I fully agree that those bottom areas are fully 
productive.

As a resident of the Town of East Hampton which has had a diverse inshore fishery for 
centuries, I have a concern about leasing any public land for private use unless it is 
proven to be unproductive.  Also, I believe that these leased areas should be small in size 
i.e. 5-6 acres and appropriately marked for navigational safety.  As small private 
operations, I would support aquaculture, for it could bring new life to the shellfish market 
and baymen back to local waters. 

Therefore, I urge ALPAC and the County to consider the needs of current commercial 
fishing interests and focus on the utilization of truly unproductive bottomlands.  This will 
have the potential of making the Peconic and Gardiners Bay system more productive 
for East End baymen, fishermen and aquaculturists. 

Sincerely,
Norman C. Edwards, Jr. 
PO Box 543 
Amagansett, NY 11930 

Attachment #6


