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Stepping Up to Two Plates 
Gregory asked to Chair a pair of vital committees in 2013   

 

AMITYVILLE, NY—With the special election for the 1st district seat over and Cutchogue farmer  

Al Krupski sworn in as the newest member of the Suffolk County Legislature (as well as the now  

13-member majority) committee assignments for the legislature have been finalized. Recognizing the 

more demanding role he has been asked to play in the leadership of the 18-member body, Democratic 

Majority Leader DuWayne Gregory (D—Amityville) has agreed to chair not just one—but two of the 

legislature’s 12 standing committees. Something that has not been done in the Legislature since 

Democrats took control almost 7 years ago. 
 

In 2008, right after winning office in a special election, Gregory was tapped by Presiding Officer Lindsay 

to chair the all-important Budget & Finance Committee. A chairmanship he apparently earned the last 

half of that year, because Lindsay would reappoint Gregory back to chair Budget & Finance every year 

subsequent until 2012. That’s when (coinciding with his election as the first majority leader of color in 

the history of the Suffolk County Legislature) Lindsay asked DuWayne to head up the Legislature’s 

newest committee, Human Services. With the County’s Department of Social Services being the actual 

agency responsible for the administration of a majority of the social service programs mandated by the 

state and federal government, oversight of the department was (and is) a critical function of Legislature.  

 

The Committee is also responsible for working with the numerous non-for-profit agencies the County 

funds to provide services to people in need. It was a challenging but exciting assignment for Gregory. 

Faced with massive state budget cuts that crippled the County’s ability to deliver many of these social 

services (along with huge demand that further put on these same programs from last fall’s Hurricane 

Sandy) Gregory helped steer the department through some of its most challenging times to date.  
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Despite the difficulties, Gregory enjoyed the post, in large part because it allowed him to serve even 

more of the County’s (as well as his own district’s) neediest residents.  
 

This year, with the County facing a looming $100 million budget deficit, Lindsay had initially asked the 

Amityville lawmaker to come back again and re-helm the Budget & Finance Committee, something 

Gregory was happy to do. But now, in addition to chairing Budget & Finance, Lindsay has also asked 

Gregory to additionally chair the Human Services Committee. The original 2013 committee assignments 

initially had Brentwood Democrat Rick Montano sharing some of the leadership responsibilities by 

chairing Human Services.  
 

“I really appreciate DuWayne stepping up like this,” said Lindsay of Gregory. “His work ethic is one of 

the reasons our Caucus elected him Majority Leader and it’s the same reason why I knew I could count 

on him to effectively lead these two crucial committees.”   
 

Late last week, Gregory learned that Montano asked to be taken off the Human Services Committee 

altogether. Gregory was still assigned to the Human Services Committee as its vice-chair and actually 

ran the first meeting of the year while Montano was away in Peru. Gregory looks forward to the work of 

the dual chairmanships and how the two committees play off each other.  
 

“When it comes to providing governmental services in such a challenging financial environment I have 

I’ve coined the term  ‘compassionate efficiency’ to guide me through the process. By that I mean the 

County must do everything it can to provide services in the most cost efficient way possible, while also 

understanding that every service we keep—or cut—has a human cost as well as a financial costs 

associated with it,” says Gregory. “I can’t imagine a better vantage point, than as chair of these two 

committees, to ensure the County balances both its books along with its social obligations.” 
 

“Just because the people that rely on our social service programs are in diminished circumstances 

doesn’t mean they deserve less of say in government,” continues Gregory. “I’m honored to be a voice 

for those communities from Wyandanch, North Amityville, Central Islip, Brentwood and all others 

throughout the County.” 
 

 

The old saying goes “if you want to get something done, give it to a busy person”. If so, Gregory can be 

expected to accomplish a lot this year. Besides chairing Budget & Finance and Human Services, he is 

also vice-chair of the Environment, Planning & Agriculture Committee and sits as a member of the 

Veterans & Seniors Committee and the Public Safety Committee.    
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