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Gregory Elected Presiding Officer, 
All 18 Legislators Are Sworn In 

 Fifteenth District Legislator DuWayne Gregory was elected Presiding Officer of the Suffolk 
County Legislature at its organizational meeting in Hauppauge Thursday, January 2.  Second District 
Legislator Jay Schneiderman was elected Deputy Presiding Officer. 
 All 18 Legislators were sworn in, including four new members William Lindsay III in the Eighth 
District, Kevin McCaffrey in the 14th district, Monica Martinez in the Ninth District and Robert Trotta in 
the 13th district. Reappointed were Clerk of the Legislature Timothy Laube, Deputy Clerk Renee Ortiz 
and Counsel to the Legislature George Nolan. 
 In his speech nominating Legislator Gregory, Legislator Schneiderman praised his leadership 
skills, his honesty and his ability to work across the aisle with all his colleagues. He also noted that 
electing the first person of color to ever serve as Presiding Office was an historic occasion. In his speech 
seconding Legislator Gregory, Legislator William Spencer noted Legislator Gregory’s service in the 
United States military and the leadership skills and forceful determination that service demonstrated. 
 PO Gregory thanked his family and his colleagues after his election. 

“I am honored to be elected Presiding Officer of the Suffolk County Legislature,” said PO 
Gregory following his election.  “I will work every day to make sure our county continues on the path to 
fiscal security, while insuring that we provide the critical public services our residents rely on. 

“I have many, many people to thank today,” said PO Gregory following his election. “First and 
foremost, of course, I thank my family, without whose love and support none of this would have been 
possible.  

“I would also like to thank my colleagues on the Legislature for this honor they have bestowed 
on me. You are not just my colleagues, you are my friends and I prize that friendship. I will work with 
all of you to address the many serious issues we grapple with every day. We sometimes disagree on 
issues, but we always do so respectfully and more often than not we are able to reach a consensus we 
can all live with. 

“I believe the Suffolk County Legislature is the most effective governing body in New York 
State, and all of my colleagues sitting here are the reason that is true. 

“And finally, I would like to thank God for leading me into my career in public service. Helping 
others, especially the less fortunate, is the basis of all that is good and that is a central part of the 
message of all religions. 



“I will work with the Bellone administration to make Suffolk County government responsive to 
all county residents, transparent and aboveboard and fiscally conservative. And again, I thank you all for 
your support.” 

In other actions at the meeting, the Legislature reappointed Timothy Laube as Clerk, Renee Ortiz 
as Deputy Clerk, and George Nolan as Counsel to the Legislature. The Legislature also adopted its rules 
and scheduled its meetings for the year. 


