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PRESIDING OFFICER GREGORY  

ATTENDS PRESS CONFERENCE ANNOUNCING 

EXPANSION OF PHARMACEUTICAL TAKE 

BACK PROGRAMS IN NEW YORK 
 

Amityville, NY –Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory attended Citizens 

Campaign for the Environment’s press event “Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Drugs” on April 20 in 

Farmingdale.  

 

For many years flushing was identified as the correct way to safely dispose of unused and expired 

pharmaceutical drugs, but recently pharmaceutical drugs have been identified as an emerging contaminant 

in our drinking and surface waters. In order to stop the unnecessary flushing of drugs, residents and health 

care professionals must have convenient disposal options available. To support this effort, Citizens 

Campaign for the Environment and Riverkeeper announced the launch of the largest safe disposal of 

pharmaceuticals program in New York State.  

 

This program will expand pharmaceutical drop boxes in police departments, adding twelve drop boxes 

throughout New York, seven of which will be located on Long Island. Municipal take-back events 

targeting senior centers, nursing homes and assisted living facilities will be taking place throughout Long 

Island. The program will also expand the drug take back program in the eleven King Kullen pharmacies 

throughout Nassau and Suffolk counties. 

 

"Safe disposal of pharmaceuticals is a win for the environment and a win for public safety,” said 

Presiding Officer Gregory. “These programs will protect drinking and surface water as well as supporting 

families in our area by not allowing unused medications to get into the wrong hands. Suffolk County is 

happy to be a part of the solution." 



In conjunction with Citizens Campaign for the Environment, Presiding Officer Gregory has partnered 

with the Suffolk County Police Department to host a prescription drug take-back event at the Town of 

Babylon’s Family Wellness & Awareness Day on Saturday, June 6 at Tanner Park in Copiague. 

Prescription drug take-back events are designed to keep expired or unwanted medications out of the hands 

of potential abusers and away from our groundwater. Presiding Officer Gregory will be hosting another 

take-back event, currently being scheduled for the Fall. 
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