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Suffolk County Legislature 

Legislator Al Krupski  

 
 First District Legislator Al Krupski gained the approval 
of the County Legislature for the purchase of the develop-
ment rights of a key 25-acre farm parcel in Riverhead, a par-
cel that is the final piece of a more than 600-acre of contigu-
ous preserved farmland.  
 The development rights for the parcel were acquired 
from the Riverhead School District. A Purchase of Develop-
ment Rights (PDR) is a voluntary legal agreement, or conser-
vation easement, that restricts all future non-farm develop-
ment while encouraging farming and other land uses that are 
compatible with agriculture. PDRs allow land to stay in pri-
vate ownership and on the tax rolls. 
 
 “This is critically important for the Town of River-
head, the Riverhead School District and the County of Suf-

folk,” said Legislator Krupski. “It insures that a block of farmland totaling more than 600 acres will continue to be 
used as productive farmland forever; the loss of fertile acres is irreplaceable.  That is a huge boost to our agricultural 
economy, and means that farm families will continue to use this property 
now and for future generations. 
   
 “It is also a very important purchase for the Riverhead School  
District. The school district has substantial costs looming with  
renovations to its schools and this purchase provides the district with  
badly needed funds to help with those renovations.” 
 

News from the 1st District 

In this newsletter: 

 

Al Krupski 
Suffolk County Legislature, 1st District 
423 Griffing Avenue 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
631-852-3200 (Phone) 
631-852-3203 (Fax) 

Pictured County Executive Steve Bellone second from left, Legislator Al Krupski third 
from left and Riverhead School Board Members and Superintendent Nancy Carney 

Prime Farmland Preserved in Riverhead 

Legislator Krupski with 
Brookhaven National Labs s 
2013 Elementary School 
Science Fair 1st Place winner, 
Kevin Koch.  Kevin won for his 
project “Wonder Snails”. Also 
pictured is Kevin’s mom,  
Michele. 
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To subscribe to Legislator Krupski’s newsletter, or to send comments or concerns,  
please click here.  

 “Having Suffolk County acquire the development rights to this parcel, we are able to ensure, in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner, that the land will be preserved as agricultural property for all time. 
 
 “On behalf of the Board of Education, I would like to thank Legislator Al Krupski for sponsoring, and Legislator 
Jay Schneiderman for co-sponsoring, this important bill,” stated Riverhead School Superintendent Nancy Carney.  
“By having Suffolk County acquire the development rights to this parcel, we are able to ensure, in a fiscally responsi-
ble manner, that the land will be preserved as agricultural property for all time. 

 
During the debate over the bill at the County Legislature’s meeting, Legislator Krupski pointed out the parcel 

was zoned for two-acre residential development. He said the development of a residential subdivision in the middle 
of a huge preserved farmland parcel would cause enormous problems for the farmers working the adjoining land, 
and for the residents of any residential subdivision. 

 
County Executive Steve Bellone hailed the purchase and stated “Riverhead’s agricultural industry dates to the 

early seventeenth century and continues to play an integral role in the Suffolk County economy to this day.  Preserv-
ing important and productive parcels such as these is an example of the farmland preservation program working at 
its best.”  

Calverton Meadows 
705 Fresh Pond Ave., Calverton 
Tuesday, August, 27, 10 am — 12 noon 
Tuesday, September, 18, 10 — 12 noon 
 
Greenwood Village 
370 Chapman Blvd., Manorville 
Friday, July 26, 10am – 1pm 
Friday, August 30, 10am – 1pm 
Friday, September 27, 10am – 1pm 
 
John Wesley Village 
1 Aldersgate, Riverhead 
Wednesday, July 24, 9am – 1pm 
Wednesday, August 28, 9 am — 1pm 
Wednesday, September 26, 9 am — 1pm 

Southold Nutrition Center 
750 Pacific Street, Mattituck 
Wednesday, September 4, 9:30am – 1pm 
 
Riverhead Landing 
1145 Middle Road, Riverhead 
Friday, July 26, 9am – 1pm 
Friday, August 23, 9am – 1pm 
Friday, September 27, 9am – 1pm 
 
Riverhead Senior Nutrition Center 
201 Howell Ave., Riverhead 
Tuesday, July 16, 9 am — 1pm 
Tuesday, August , 20, 9 am — 1pm 
Tuesday, September, 18, 9 am — 1pm 
 

Riverwood’s Mobile Park 
525 Riverleigh Ave., Riverhead 
Tuesday, August, 13 10 am — 12 noon 
Tuesday, September, 11, 10 am — 12 
noon 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Advocates from the Suffolk County Office of the Aging will be offering assistance to seniors in need 
of help with Medicare questions and with gathering information, completions of eligibility or recertifi-
cation applications and referrals for Medicaid, HEAP and other programs at the following District 1 
locations: 

For additional dates and  
locations outside of District 1, 
please contact the Suffolk  
County Office of the Aging at  
631-853-8200.  

Legislator Krupski Working to Save Sound Avenue Farmland 
 

Legislator Krupski has introduced legislation to preserve over 14 acres of prime farmland  in the Town of Riverhead 
through the county’s Purchase of Development Rights Program.  The parcel, known as the Boom property, lies on 
the north west corner of Park Avenue and Sound Avenue, a scenic and historic corridor.   

Help for Seniors 

mailto:gwynn.schroeder@suffolkcountyny.gov?subject=Subscribe%20to%20Newsletter
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Zone Change Pending for Plum Island 
 
 Legislator Al Krupski recently participated in a press conference hosted by Congressman Timothy Bishop call-
ing for the Federal Government to “Save not Sell” the 840 acre Island which is the current home to the Plum Island 
Animal Disease Control Center (PIADC).    
 

 The Federal Government’s long term plan is to shut down PIADC and construct a new facility on the campus 
of Kansas State University, using the proceeds from the sale of Plum Island to help fund the new lab.  But one of the 
possible uses suggested in the fed’s Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is that the Island be sold for resi-
dential development. This does not sit well with local government, environmentalists and many residents of the East 
End, who are calling for the preservation of a large portion of the Island and maintaining the research use. 
 
 Congressman Bishop has introduced legislation to the US House of Representatives that would separate the 
sale of Plum Island from construction of the new lab in Manhattan Kansas.  On the Senate side, Richard Blumenthal 
of Connecticut is proposing a comparable bill.  If adopted, this would lessen pressure to sell and develop the Island. 
 
 In the press release announcing the introduction of the legislation, Legislator Krupski stated “The future of 
Plum Island is of great importance to the residents of Southold and the East End. I thank Congressman Bishop for 
helping to send a strong message to Congress that we will control our future, regardless of who owns the island.”  
 
 On the local front, Legislator Krupski, who served on the Southold Town Board for two terms before being 
sworn in as a Suffolk County Legislature in January of this year, was instrumental in initiating the process to rezone 
the island to prevent inappropriate development such as residential housing, golf courses or casinos.     

Continued on page 4 

Legislator Krupski, speaking at Congressman Tim Bishop’s  July 16 Press Conference in Orient.  Also pictured are Southold Town Board 
members James Dinizio Jr and William Ruland, Supervisor Scott Russell, Adrienne Esposito, Citizen’s Campaign for the Environment, John 
Turner, Preserve Plum Island Coalition, Congressman Bishop, NYS Senator Ken LaValle, Randy Parsons, The Nature Conservancy and , Bob 
DeLuca , Group for the East End and Charles Rothenberger, Save the  Sound. 



4 

 At the May 7, 2013 hearing on the zone change, Southold’s Supervisor Scott Russell remarked “as a Council-
man, Al was a very persistent member of the Town Board who insisted that we take the issue up and get zoning in 
place. Some of us were more cynical, myself included, to the sale ever really taking place.  But Al wanted to make 
sure that it stayed on our radar and we got the work done.” 
 
 Southold’s proposed legislation creates three different zones on Plum Island. The Marine II District would 
ensure access to the island via ferry boat. The Plum Island Research District (PIR) would allow the continuation of 
research on the island, whether the current animal disease research or some new type, such as renewal energy re-
search and development.  The Plum Island Conservation District, which would comprise over 600 acres, would limit 
uses to a nature park, a public park for passive recreation, a museum in an existing historic structure and a new edu-
cational center. In addition, Southold’s Zoning Board of Appeals would be able to grant a special exception to allow 
some solar power generation.   
 
 The Southold Town Board is expected to adopt the new zoning districts at their August 13 meeting.  To read 
the proposed legislation, please visit http://www.southoldtownny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1471 .  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The League of Women Voters of Suffolk County publishes a yearly Directory of Public Officials which is full 
of very useful information, including the names and contact information for all elected officials from the 
president to village boards.  It also includes a directory of Suffolk County Departments as well as information 
about the Suffolk County Legislative Committees.  To download a free LWV 2013 Directory of Public Officials, 
visit http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/files/dpo2013v1.pdf.  To obtain a hard copy of the Directory, please 
write the League at PO Box 1440, Stony Brook, NY 11790.  A $2.00 donation is requested.  For more infor-
mation about the LWV of SC, please call 631.862.6860 or visit their website at www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org . 

Legislators Sarah Anker, Kate Browning and Al Krupski 
join Michael Sharkey, Suffolk County Sheriff Chief of 
Staff,  in honoring Deputy Sheriff Sgt. John Andrejack 
and Correction Officer Investigator Michael Hastings  

http://www.southoldtownny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1471
http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/files/dpo2013v1.pdf
http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org
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 Another goal of the legislation is to insure that the money spent is well spent.  Suffolk County Planning has a 
rating system in place for both farmland preservation and open space acquisition. The professional planners would 
rate the available parcels as they always have, following their recommendations we should acquire the very best.  
The land should reach a certain threshold before the county invests in appraisals, etc.  The designated portion of the 
Suffolk County Water Quality Protection money for acquisition has been heavily borrowed against leaving little to 
spend. Let’s make sure that we preserve the highest quality open space and the best soils. 
 
 I will be happy to work with anyone and everyone to find a different funding source to continue the efforts 
to preserve todays land for tomorrow’s generation. My long record of land preservation in Southold, both in open 
space and farmland protection tells the whole story. 
 
 In 100 years my name and those in all the current and past preservation efforts will be forgotten but the 

people who live on Long Island will benefit from and appreciate the hard work and resources that we used to pre-

serve both open space and farmland. 

Listen to Al being interviewed by 
Bruce Tria  Monday mornings at 
8:40 am on WRIV 1390 AM.  
 
One Sunday, July 28 you can lis-
ten to Al interviewed on Super 
Sunday with Rhonda Riccio at 
9am and 11PM on WLIX 94.7 FM 
 
Watch Al being interviewed by 
Pat Halpin on Meeting the Lead-
ers by visiting 
http:legis.suffolkcountyny.gov/
do/do01/do01.html  

 Land preservation is not pitting the preservation of farmland against the 
preservation of open space; it’s about hard work and a commitment to preserv-
ing the character of our community, hamlet, town, county and island for future 
generations. It is about quality of life. 
 
 In the 1970’s, Suffolk County led the way by starting the farmland 
preservation program, Why? Because the people had the fore-sight to realize 
the importance of agriculture to by Suffolk County.  The seal of the Suffolk 
County Legislature, symbolically, is a plow. 
 
 Over the years, the towns and county have spent (and borrowed) mil-
lions to achieve these goals of protecting open space and farmland. Open space 
was prioritized for scenic and recreational qualities, habitat and sensitive wet-
land areas were protected. Without a critical mass of land wildlife habitat is not 
meaningful and must be acquired. These areas provide the active and passive 
recreation activities and the access to the water that we all enjoy. 
 
 Farmland preservation is critically important, food production must not 
be trivialized as so few things are produced in his country. Food quality and 
safety is something that we all appreciate.  Without active farmland we would 
have no choice but to become dependent on foreign powers for our food which 
would have questionable safety. 
 
 The value of locally produced food cannot be minimized. Fruits and veg-
etables picked at the prime of ripeness provide not only great flavor and meals, 
but also are at their peak of nutritional value.  The health benefits of locally 
grown produce cannot be argued against. footing. A benefit of farmland protec-
tion is that the government pays less per acre, doesn’t have to fence, clean or 
police the property. And it stays on the tax rolls.  The landowner is responsible 
for the stewardship forever. 

This Equal Time was published in the July 3, 2013 Editions of the Suffolk Times and the Riverhead News Review.  

We’ve Got to Keep Our Farms 
by Al Krupski 

Legislator Krupski  
on the Air 

http://legis.suffolkcountyny.gov/do/do01/do01.html
http://legis.suffolkcountyny.gov/do/do01/do01.html
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To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please click here. 

Legislator Krupski in the Community 
 

 Over the past several months, Al has attended functions all across the First District, from Orient to 
Wading River to Center Moriches, meeting with members of the business community as well as those or-
ganizations involved in promoting East End tourism.  He is proud to have been a part of many events which 
paid tribute to first responders, many of whom are volunteer firefighters and EMTs.  
 In addition, Al hosted three community “Town Hall” meetings in the hamlets of Peconic, Center 
Moriches and Riverhead Town, where residents were concerned about  a wide variety of issues including 
the Lyme’s Disease epidemic (please see page 6 for information about ticks and tick borne illnesses), eco-
nomic development and water quality. 
 If you would like Legislator Krupski to speak at your civic group or organization, please contact the 
District 1 legislative office at 631.852.3200. 

Legislator Krupski at his Southold “Town Hall Meeting” with 
Supervisor Scott Russell and Hugh and Susan Switzer. 

Legislator Krupski answers constituents’ questions at his 
Riverhead “Town Hall Meeting.” 

Honoring Center Moriches Chamber member Dr. Judith Savino 
with Artie  Gerhauser and chamber president Gerry Sapanaro. 

Al with some friends at the Jamesport  
Fire Department’s Annual Parade. 

mailto:gwynn.schroeder@suffolkcountyny.gov?subject=Remove%20me%20from%20mailing%20list
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Honoring Local Achievements 

The Mattituck Junior -Senior High School Wrestling Team was recognized as 
the Suffolk  County Division II Champs  at the April 3, 2013  meeting of the 
Legislature.  The  team is  pictured with Legislator Krupski and their coach 
Cory Dolson (far right). 

Local Riverhead and Bishop McGann Mercy High School Students were honored  at the  
Suffolk Holocaust Remembrance Day Commemoration for public and community service.   

 The event was sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations Council of Long Island. 

Bishop McGann Mercy HS 
Students Jessica Allen, Dale 
Kelly, Kaitlyn Clark and 
Samantha Arazy are pictured 
(not in order.) with Legislator 
Krupski, Riverhead 
Supervisor Sean Walter and 
JCRCLI  Executive Director 
David Newman.  

Riverhead High School 
students honored at the 
event are Breanna 
Fleming, Jaclyn Griffing, 
Jesse Hopkins, Klaudia 
Szczerba and Perla Leon 
(not all pictured). 
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Left:  Legislator Krupski presenting  a proclamation to 
Riverhead’s  Blue Wave Basketball Team member 
Shanice Allen for breaking a 20-year record of most 
points scored in a career.  Shanice has earned a full 
scholarship to Pace University where she will play for 
their NCAA Division II team.  Along with Legislator 
Krupski, Shanice is pictured with her parents. 

Left: Becky Weisman, Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Agri-
cultural Stewardship Coordinator and Debbie Schmitt of 
Schmitt Family Farm were honored by the Suffolk County 
Legislature at their June 18, 2013 meeting for there work 
promoting Long Island Agriculture and supporting and pro-
moting women in agriculture.  

 

 

Right: Aimee Andrejack, a student at Suffolk County 
Community College, was elected to the Phi Theta  
Kappa New York Academic Third Team.  Aimee is  
pictured with her parents and Legislator Krupski. 

Left:  Sister Margaret Smyth (far left) was honored with 
the Suffolk County Human Rights Commission’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Commission’s May 16, 2013 
Dinner.  Sister Margaret’s was nominated for the award 
by Legislator Krupski for her work with the North Fork 
Spanish Apostolate and her advocacy on behalf of the 
Latino community.  Sister Margaret has served as the 
executive director of the organization since 1987 and 
under her leader ship the organization has grown to 
serve thousands of people. 
 

Right: The Legislature recognized North Fork resident 
Howard Waldman for saving the life of a Jamesport 
resident while off-duty as a  volunteer fireman. 


