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Legislator Al Krupski Appoints Shirley Coverdale  
to the Suffolk County Women’s Advisory Commission 

 
Riverhead resident Shirley E. Coverdale has been named to represent the 1st District on the Suffolk 
County Women’s Advisory Commission.  Mrs. Coverdale is no stranger to community and public service, 
having devoted many hours of her time enriching the lives of those around her. 
 
Mrs. Coverdale was sworn in to the Commission by Legislator Al Krupksi on April 9, 2013.  According to 
Legislature Krupski, “Shirley’s experience, energy, dedication and compassion make her an ideal choice 

for this position.  I am honored that she has agreed to 
serve on the Commission.”   
 
Currently, Mrs. Coverdale serves as the Executive Director 
of the Family Community Life Center in Riverhead, a 
project that would provide work force housing, sports 
and recreation space for community residents, an early 
childhood development center and an adult day health 
program among other services.   Mrs. Coverdale is 
spearheading the implementation of a Community 
Development District which would enable the project to 
proceed. 
 
A passionate advocate for both the elderly and children, 
Mrs. Coverdale has worked tirelessly on their behalf.   

Through her role as Project Manager for Project C.A.R.E. (Community Access to E-Health), she 
established volunteer corps of seniors citizens to visit and administer free health screenings to other 
seniors and has successfully raised funds for many programs that have benefited the children of 
Riverhead.  In conjunction with the Riverhead School District, Mrs. Coverdale directed the after school 
mentoring program for the First Baptist Church of Riverhead and Long Island Youth Guidance.   
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Legislator Krupski congratulating Mrs. Coverdale 



 

 

Mrs. Coverdale was key person in advocating for the victims of the Horton Avenue flood, those residents 
of Riverhead who lost their homes during a March 2010 storm, helping to secure both a federal disaster 
designation for the area and millions of dollars of funding to help mitigate the losses suffered. 
 
 “Empowering others to speak up and get involved” and to “become the change they wish to see” is 
what Mrs. Coverdale says motivates her.   
 
Mrs. Coverdale serves in leadership roles on several boards and committees including Long Island 
Organizing Network (LION), the Long Island Housing Partnership, the Riverside Economic Development 
Committee, the SUNY Stony Brook School of Social Welfare Healing Arts Health Committee and the 
Suffolk County Workforce Investment Board. 
 
Earning a BFA from Hunter College, Mrs. Coverdale went on to graduate from Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Business Administration.  She had a successful career in information systems design 
and contributed both directly and as a consultant to several Fortune 500 companies and not-for-profit 
organizations.   
 
Shirley Coverdale is the First Lady of the First Baptist Church of Riverhead, where she has been active in 
the church’s education programs and administration.  She has been married to the Reverend Charles A. 
Coverdale for 50 years.  They have two children, eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 


