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Press Event: Demolition of Hazardous Structure 

Wednesday, August 15th  
Speakers: County Legislator Sarah Anker, Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone, 

Brookhaven Town Supervisor Mark Lesko, and Councilwoman Jane Bonner 
 

Suffolk County Department of Public Works through the direction of Suffolk County Division of Real Property, 
and with the assistance of the Town of Brookhaven, will be demolishing this county owned, tax default, 
hazardous structure, which has been a health and safety concern to this neighborhood for many years. Legislator 
Anker stated, “since the spring of 2011, community residents have made me aware of this issue, and in 
cooperation with Brookhaven Town Supervisor Mark Lesko and Councilwoman Jane Bonner, this structure is 
now being razed.” 
 
Let’s talk Facts: 
 
If a homeowner loses their house to the county due to non-payment of taxes, they have six months to pay back 
taxes and penalty under county law Article 40, local 16 application, they can then reclaim their house. Also, the 
county currently gives homeowners an additional two years to apply for hardship exemption under Suffolk county 
tax act 215 redemption application.  Hardships may include personal illness, error in record keeping by the 
government, loss of employment for a period of more than 12 consecutive months, and military deployment of the 
applicant.  
 



In the past three years, there has been only one house redeemed through the 215 application and in that time the 
county has spent over $700,000 maintaining, paying taxes (school, town, fire district) and policing many of these 
houses that are abandoned. These abandon houses become a health and safety hazard for our residents.  
 
Currently Suffolk County is responsible for 1,881 properties. “We must do more to get these properties from 
becoming eyesores and safety hazards. These properties are a burden to not only the county but to taxpayers,” 
said Legislator Anker.  
 
New Resolution: 
Legislator Anker will be introducing a county resolution to expedite the return of blighted properties to the tax 
roll and productive use. This legislation will provide a balanced approach that allows former owners a meaningful 
opportunity to redeem their properties while ensuring that tax default properties are returned to the tax roll and 
productive use within a reasonable time period.  
 
For additional legal information contact: Suffolk County Legislative Counsel George Nolan at 631-853-5494. 
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