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Animal Awareness and Rescue Dog Fashion Show 

 

  
 

Lake Ronkonkoma, New York -  Suffolk County Legislator Sarah Anker, along with Legislator 

Tom Muratore, attended the Animal Awareness and Rescue Club’s First Doggie Fashion show as 

judges on April 16, at Windows on the Lake in Lake Ronkonkoma. The event was held to raise 

awareness about rescue organizations and shelters on Long Island and to provide attendees an 

opportunity to meet pets up for adoption.  

 

“I want to thank the Animal Awareness and Rescue Club volunteers for their animal advocacy ,” 

said Legislator Anker. “It’s great to see organizations like this help raise awareness and provide 

opportunities for local residents to adopt pets in need.” 

 

“It was a pleasure to participate in the fashion show and see the many breeds dressed to the ‘ca-

nines,’” said Legislator Muratore. “As an owner of two rescue dogs, I appreciate the great care 

that is taken by others who consider their pets a part of the family. If you own a cat or dog, 

please remember to have them spayed or neutered.” 

Legislators Anker and Muratore presented certificates of recognition to Anthony and Ellen 

Pellegrino, owners of Windows on the Lake, Nancy Gerli, professor at Suffolk County 

Community College and organizer of the Animal Awareness and Rescue Club, and the Suffolk 

County Community College Student Affairs Office for their contribution to the event. 
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The Animal Awareness and Rescue Club is in its third year at Suffolk County Community 

College. Their mission is to raise awareness and educate people about the treatment of all 

animals. Students raise money each semester through bake sales so they can donate to shelters, 

rescue organizations and Baiting Hollow Horse Rescue.  The club takes a tour of Baiting Hollow 

Horse Rescue each semester to learn about the horses that were on their way to slaughter houses 

and have been rescued; in the spring, the club visits the Atlantis Aquarium and their 

rehabilitation hospital to learn about sick and injured sea animals.      

 

“We give hope to those who sit and wait for their forever homes, and a voice to those who 

cannot speak for themselves,” said Professor Nancy Gerli, founder of the Animal Awareness and 

Rescue Club.     

 

The four shelters that participated in the fashion show are: Yorkie911 Rescue, Inc., North 

Babylon, (631) 965-6418; Brookhaven Animal Shelter, Brookhaven, (631) 286-4940; Last 

Chance Animal Rescue, Southampton, (631) 478-6844; and Friends of Freddie Pet Rescue, 

Middle Island, (631) 320-1818. 
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