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Legislator D’Amaro Honors Deer Park 
Fire Department’s ‘Firefighter of the Year’ 

 

 
 

Pictured from left, Suffolk Legislator Lou D’Amaro (D-North Babylon) honors Deer Park Fire 

Department Lieutenant Kevin Smith, the 2011 “Firefighter of the Year.” 

 

(NORTH BABYLON, NY... May 16, 2011) – Suffolk Legislator Lou D’Amaro (D-North 

Babylon) recently attended the Deer Park Fire Department’s monthly meeting to present a 

Proclamation to Lieutenant Kevin Smith in recognition of being named the Department’s 

2011 “Firefighter of the Year.” 

NEWS FROM Legislator 

Lou D’Amaro 



Legislator Honors Deer Park Firefighter 
5/16/2011 
Page 2-2-2-2-2 
 

 

In January of last year, the Deer Park Fire Department members responded to a working 

structure fire on West 2nd Street in Deer Park.  Upon arrival, the responding units 

encountered a serious condition involving the entire outside rear wall of the structure and 

additional evidence of fire engulfing the second floor and attic. Shortly after advancing the 

hose-line to the second floor, it was discovered that the fire had dropped down into the walls 

of the first floor and into the basement.  Conditions rapidly deteriorated in the basement and 

first floor, prompting the incident commander to evacuate all firefighters from the floors 

above until the lower levels were brought under control. 

 

Roll-call accountability was conducted to ensure that all responding members on the second 

floor had promptly vacated the building. During the roll-call, it was determined that one 

firefighter still remained on the second floor.  Firefighter Smith advised the incident 

commander that he had been on the second floor and probably could find the missing 

member quickly.  Firefighter Smith immediately went to the second floor, located the 

missing, disoriented member, and guided him safely outside the building. 

 

“Lt. Smith acted quickly with both courage and competence,” said Legislator D’Amaro.  “In 

the highest tradition of the fire service, he placed himself at great personal risk to assist 

another firefighter in distress.”   

 

The Edward K. Peisker VFW Post also named Lt. Smith its “Firefighter of the Year” at the 

organization’s 65th Anniversary Dinner Dance in January.  The Deer Park VFW annually 

honors one fire department member whose brave and heroic efforts have positively impacted 

the community.   

 

“Lt. Smith is a prime example of what giving back to the community means,” D’Amaro added.  

“Simply put, Firefighter Smith has served the entire Deer Park community tirelessly, 

selflessly and with a dedication that is an inspiration to his fellow company members.” 
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