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It’s a ‘Battle of the Belts!’ 
Deer Park HS Holds Teen Safe Driving Event 

 

 

Pictured right, Legislator D’Amaro joins Deer Park Students at the “Battle of the Belts” 
 

(NORTH BABYLON, NY... July 8, 2013) – The use of safety belts has been shown to be the 

single most effective means of reducing fatal and non-fatal injuries in all motor vehicle 
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crashes.  Yet, compared to other age groups, teens have the lowest rate of seat belt use.  

According to the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 10.2% of high school students 

report that they rarely or never use seat belts when riding with someone else in the car.  To 

increase awareness about the benefits of seat belts, Deer Park High School recently organized 

a “Battle of the Belts” safety event which Suffolk County Legislator Lou D’Amaro (D-North 

Babylon) attended to show his support. 

 

Held in conjunction with May’s Global Youth Traffic Safety Month, as part of “Teen Crashes 

GTG (Got to Go),” a joint initiative of the NYS Department of Health, National Safety Council 

and the NYS Teen Safe Driving Coalition, the event featured information, demonstrations and 

the student “Battle of the Belts” seat belt safety team competition.  The entire program was 

developed and directed by Huntington-resident Lucy Weinstein, MD, MPH, director of 

pediatric injury prevention and control for Winthrop Community Hospital.  Dr. Weinstein 

hopes that through awareness and State legislation, the use of seatbelts amongst teens will 

increase, directly leading to a decrease in injuries and tragedies. 

 

“Right now in New York State, only those under the age of 16 are required to wear seat belts in 

the back seats of motor vehicles,” Dr. Weinstein said.  “We are hoping that New York State will 

pass a universal seat belt law. We are also working towards implementing successful 

initiatives both in New York and New Jersey.”  

 

Students were also reminded of the importance of avoiding distracted driving and pledged to 

turn off their cell phones when operating vehicles. 

 

“Driving is a privilege that brings with it an important responsibility and a need to be aware 

that what you do behind the wheel impacts others as well,” said Legislator D’Amaro. “I 

applaud Dr. Weinstein and Deer Park High School for taking this proactive approach to 

keeping our young drivers – as well as the entire community – safe.” 
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Suffolk County Legislator Lou D’Amaro represents the 17th Legislative District, which includes parts of 
Huntington, Huntington Station, South Huntington, Melville, West Hills, Cold Spring Hills, Dix Hills, Deer 

Park, North Babylon and West Babylon.  He is chairman of the Ways & Means committee and vice chairman of 

both the Parks & Recreation and Economic Development & Energy committees of the Suffolk County 

Legislature. 


