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BELLONE, MARTINEZ DISCUSSJOBS, DIVERSITY AT
BRENTWOOD PUBLIC FORUM

(BRENTWOOD, N.Y. - April 17, 2014) — Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone and
Legislator Monica R. Martinez met with members of the Brentwood community Wednesday
night at the Brentwood Public Library for a public forum focused on jobs, housing, diversity and
other issues facing minority and immigrant communities.

The forum was hosted by New Y ork Communities for Change, Long Island Civic Engagement
Table, Make the Road New Y ork, and the Islip Town Branch of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (ITB-NAACP.)

“Embracing our diversity iswhat will make our county and our local communities stronger,”
Bellone said. “1 am grateful for the opportunity to listen to the concerns of all Suffolk County
residents and discuss how to address the issues they care about most.”



“The Community Forum gave the residents of the Sth Legidlative District the opportunity to
voice their concerns and to be heard by our County Executive Steven Bellone,” Legislator
Martinez said. “The County Executive and | agree upon the importance of collaborating on
initiatives to improve the quality of life for the residents of Suffolk County.”

Bellone highlighted Suffolk County’ s Language Access Plan, implemented in 2012, which
improves government accessibility by mandating translation and interpretation services to people
of Limited English Proficiency (LEP) by county agencies that provide direct public services. A
county employee joined Bellone to demonstrate the dual headset tel ephones used by county
trandators.

The County Executive also vowed to work with local organizations to increase diversity in the
2015 class of the Suffolk County Police Department.

Bellone expressed support for fair and affordable housing; improved bus services; and national
and statewide efforts to increase the minimum wage.

Participants in the forum were given the opportunity to submit questions for the County
Executive prior to the event; representatives from the host organizations then chose questions to
be discussed.

Other co-sponsors of the event included Long Island Wins, Long Island Progressive Coalition,
National Association of Puerto Rican Hispanic Social Workers, The Health and Welfare Council
of Long Island, Long Island Latino Teachers Association, The Muslim Center of Long Island,
New Y ork Civil Liberties Union, and Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic.
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Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone and Legislator Monica R. Martinez join hands with
participants at a community forum on jobs, housing and diversity at Brentwood Public Library
on April 17, 2014.



Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone speaks at a community forum on jobs, housing and diversity at
Brentwood Public Library on April 17, 2014.



