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Legislator Monica R. Martinez Delivers the Keynote Speech at  

Stony Brook University’s Annual Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration 
 
Stony Brook, NY- On October 1, 2014, Legislator Monica R. Martinez delivered the 
keynote speech for Stony Brook University’s 25th Anniversary celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage Month.   
 
Each year, the President of the United States selects an official theme to 
commemorate Hispanic Heritage Month.  The theme for 2014 was “Hispanics: A 
Legacy of History, a Present of Action and a Future of Success.”  Hispanic Heritage 
is celebrated for a 30 day period.  During that period, Americans observe and 
celebrate the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose 
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South 
America. 
 
Legislator Martinez began her speech by thanking the Latino Heritage Committee 
and President Stanley for the invitation to serve as the keynote speaker. “It is an 
honor to be here today.  It is always nice to come back to my alma mater,” stated 
Legislator Martinez.   
 
“It is undeniable that Hispanics have shaped and enhanced our country’s national 
character with centuries-old traditions.  There has been a strong commitment to 
family, faith, hard work, and service.  We need to continue our commitment.  
These attributes have allowed us to define and redefine America.  We are a group 
with great potential and need to exercise that fully,” stated Legislator Martinez.  
 
She continued by mentioning prominent Hispanics leaders who have been 
recognized for their contributions to the United States such as such as Cesar 
Chavez, who fought for the rights of migrant farm workers in the west and  
Dr. Hector Garcia, who fought to end segregation of Mexican school children in 
South West California. 
 
 



 

 
“Though the list of names can go on and on, the aforementioned trailblazers have 
afforded us the opportunity to serve under different capacities.  They opened 
doors for us and we need to take advantage of those doors.  We cannot allow the 
profound and positive influence made by many to go in vain,” stated Legislator 
Martinez. 
 
She concluded by stating, “We as Hispanics have come so far in the eyes of 
Americans.  As we continue to observe the contributions made by the Hispanic 
community, which are endless, let us not forget that the fight continues.   Let us 
remember the legacies and footprints left behind by our ancestors.  Let’s take 
action on present issues affecting us so that our future continues to reap 
success.” 
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