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LEGISLATOR MCCAFFREY CALLS ON  
LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES TO  

HELP SUPERSTORM SANDY VICTIMS 
 

Lindenhurst, NY: Suffolk County Legislator Kevin McCaffrey (R-Lindenhurst) has recently led 
an effort calling on municipalities to amend their respective building codes to require closed 
foundations.  The events leading to this priority have their roots in the current policy of NY 
Rising (the New York State-run Sandy Recovery agency) which does not reimburse homeowners 
for closed foundations. 
 
This policy is causing absolute havoc for homeowners, who more often than not desire a closed 
foundation to maintain pleasant aesthetics and to avoid the inevitable costs (insurance, wear and 
tear, etc.) of open foundations.  Municipalities also prefer closed foundations as they are more in 
character with the neighborhood than open foundations.  Furthermore, homeowners desiring a 
closed foundation are essentially forced to pay design professionals for two sets of designs.  This 
situation puts an unnecessary financial burden on homeowners, and adds yet another hurdle in 
their efforts to return to a sense of normalcy.   
 
If municipalities were to amend their codes to require closed foundations, it would help alleviate 
the expenses, inefficiencies, and unreasonableness inherent in the current rebuilding process.   
Most notably, NY Rising would have to amend its policy related to open foundations, as its 
policies must be in line with local ordinances, ergo, they would ostensibly have to cover the costs 
of closed foundations. 
 
“We have come a long way since the day Superstorm Sandy touched ground here on Long 
Island,” said McCaffrey.  “However, there are still a lot of kinks in the recovery process that 
absolutely need to be worked out.  By requiring closed foundations – and having NY Rising 
reimburse homeowners for the related expenses – our family, friends, and neighbors will not 
only be able to rebuild, but they will immediately become part of the community again.” 
 
Efforts to require closed foundations have already succeeded in the villages of Freeport, 
Amityville, and Lindenhurst.  Similarly, Babylon Village is in the process of following suit by 
holding a public hearing on the matter scheduled for June 23rd.   
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“The word is getting out that this minor code change is desperately needed,” added McCaffrey.  
“I applaud the efforts of my colleagues at the town, village and city levels who have 
implemented these changes. I urge everyone to call their representatives in local government, 
and to convey their support for this endeavor.  I also want to acknowledge Jon Kaiman 
(Governor Cuomo’s Special Advisor for Superstorm Sandy Relief) who expressed support for 
these code changes.” 
 
The progress made to date with respect to this matter did not come without expending a 
significant amount of political capital.  McCaffrey worked tirelessly to encourage the 
municipalities within the Town of Babylon – in addition to other Sandy-affected municipalities 
in both Nassau and Suffolk, including the City of Long Beach – to make the necessary changes 
to their codes to establish closed foundations as the standard.  This effort involved meeting with 
city, town, and village officials, in addition to mailing out accompanying support letters to key 
officials and personnel.   
 
McCaffrey explained that, “Reaching every stakeholder in the Sandy-affected community was of 
paramount importance.  By working in concert, all of these municipalities can really make a 
positive difference in the recovery process.” 
 
Legislator McCaffrey represents Suffolk County’s 14th Legislative District which encompasses 
the Village of Lindenhurst, Babylon Village, the hamlets of West Babylon and North Lindenhurst, 
portions of Copiague, North Babylon, and Babylon’s barrier beach communities. 
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