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Legislator Spencer Praises Senator Gillibrand 
For Tackling Asthma Preparedness 

Passage of School Asthma Management Plan Brings 125 million to NY 
 
Suffolk County, NY – Legislator William R. Spencer, M.D. applauds New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand on 
the passage of the School Asthma Management Plan Act. The provisions, which were recently approved by 
Congress and signed into law by the President as Part of the National Education Bill, will provide $1.65 billion 
dollars in federal aid to develop policies and procedures to respond to and prevent asthma attacks in schools. 
 
“As a pediatric airway specialist, I know first-hand the impact that asthma can have on a child and their 
family. This funding is crucial in helping students with asthma receive the best possible care and education.” 
said Legislator Spencer.   “I commend the Senator for her leadership on this important public health issue that 
will aid children all over the United States.” 
 
According to the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology, asthma causes 10.5 million missed 
school days and costs the US $56 billion in healthcare expenditures. Asthma is one of the most common 
chronic childhood diseases in the United States and affects seven million children. In 2014, over 56,400 children 
across Long Island were affected by asthma and approximately 1,300 required overnight hospitalizations, 
according to the New York State Department of Health. 
 
For more information on asthma, visit http://www.aaaai.org/conditions-and-treatments/asthma.  
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