
Suffolk County Procedure for Obtaining Letter for Out of Country Burial 
 

               
While there are steps Funeral Directors should generally take when arranging transportation for a 
body (either embalmed or cremated) from the United States to a foreign country, requirements 
may vary by country. Questions regarding country-specific requirements are usually best 
answered by officials at the receiving country’s embassy.  
 
Suffolk County Department of Health Services (SCDHS) can provide Funeral Directors with a 
letter to accompany a body for out of the country disposition certifying there is no epidemic of 
communicable disease in Suffolk County at the time of the person’s death. Please follow the 
following procedure when requesting a letter:   
 

1. Funeral Directors should call the SCDHS‘ Division of Public Health at 631-854-0333 to 
alert SCDHS staff you would like to obtain a certified letter.  

2. Fax to 631-854-0346 the following three documents: 
 Death Certificate: completed including cause of death. 
 Affidavit of Embalmment  
 Burial Permit 
3. A certified and stamped letter and one copy will be ready for pick up within 1-2 days.  
4. SCDHS staff will call the Funeral Director when the letter is ready and provide directions 

for pick up. 
5. SCDHS staff maintains for one year a copy of the letter along with the death certificate, 

embalmment affidavit and burial permit for their records.   
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