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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Involved/Interested Parties 

 

FROM: John Corral, Environmental Projects Coordinator  JC  
 

DATE: August 13, 2020 

 

RE: Proposed Acquisition of Land for Open Space Preservation Purposes 

Known as the Carman Property, Town of Riverhead  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Enclosed is an Environmental Assessment Form for the above referenced County project which 

has been submitted to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) for review.  Pursuant to Title 

6 NYCRR Part 617 and Chapter 450 of the Suffolk County Code, the CEQ must recommend a 

SEQRA classification for the action and determine whether it may have a significant adverse 

impact on the environment which would require the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS). 

 

The Council would like to know your environmental concerns regarding this proposal and whether 

you think a DEIS or a determination of non-significance is warranted.  This project will be 

discussed at the August 19, 2020 CEQ meeting via Zoom.  If you are unable to attend the meeting 

to present your views, please forward any recommendations or criticisms to this office prior the 

date of the meeting.  If the Council has not heard from you by the meeting date, they will 

assume that you feel that the action will not have significant adverse environmental impacts 

and should proceed accordingly. 
 

JC/cd 

Enc. 
 

cc:  Ken Zegel, Principal Public Health Engineer 
 Suffolk County Department of Health Services 

 Andrew P. Freleng, Chief Planner 

 Department of Economic Development and Planning 
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Intro. Res. No.        – 2020      Laid on Table 
Introduced by Presiding Officer on request of the County Executive   
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.     - 2020  AUTHORIZING THE 
ACQUISITION OF LAND UNDER THE NEW ENHANCED 
SUFFOLK COUNTY DRINKING WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM 2014 REFERENDUM – LAND PURCHASES FOR 
OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION (CP8732.210) AND THE NEW 
SUFFOLK COUNTY DRINKING WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM (EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2007) – OPEN 
SPACE COMPONENT - FOR THE CARMAN PROPERTY   
(TOWN OF RIVERHEAD  - SCTM#0600-019.00-01.00-003.000) 
 

 
WHEREAS, Local Law No. 31-2014, a Charter Law Amending the ¼% Suffolk County 

Drinking Water Protection Program (DWPP) for Enhanced Water Quality Protection, 
Wastewater Infrastructure and General Fund Property Tax Relief for Suffolk County, created the 
2014 Enhanced Suffolk County Water Quality Protection Program, codified in Suffolk County 
Charter Article XIIA; and 
 

WHEREAS, in November of 2014, two-thirds of Suffolk County voters approved 
Proposition No. 5-2014, enacting the provisions of Resolution No. 579-2014.  Local Law No. 31-
2014, “A Charter Law Amending the ¼% Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program 
(DWPP) for Enhanced Water Quality Protection, Wastewater Infrastructure and General 
Property Fund Tax Relief for Suffolk County.”  This Proposition recognized the essential nature 
of the Drinking Water Protection Program to the well-being of the County’s drinking water supply 
and required $29.4 million in serial bonds be issued through the Capital Program for water 
quality protection program projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2016 Adopted Capital Budget contains three water quality protection 

2014 Referendum capital projects totaling $29.4 million; CP 8732 for land purchases ($20.00 
million), CP 8733 for water quality projects ($4.7 million), CP 8734 for sewer improvement 
projects ($4.7 million); and 
 

WHEREAS, this capital project provides $20 million in serial bond funding for the 
acquisition by the County, by fee, lease or easement, of interests in land associated with the 
Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Local Law No. 24-2007, “A Charter Law Extending and Accelerating the 
Suffolk County ¼% Drinking Water Protection Program for Environmental Protection,” Section 
C12-2(A)(1) authorized the use of 31.10 percent of sales and compensating tax proceeds 
generated each year for environmental protection, as determined by duly enacted Resolutions 
of the County of Suffolk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, adequate funding is provided for, pursuant to Section C12-2(A)(1) of the 
SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER, from 31.10 percent of the sales and compensating tax 
proceeds, for the acquisition of such land; and 
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WHEREAS, Resolution Nos. 752-2019, 840-2019 and 530-2020 authorized 
planning/appraisal steps and Procedural Motion No.2-2020 authorized the acquisition of said 
property; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the Environmental Trust Review Board has reviewed the appraisals and the 
report of the Internal Appraisal Review Board and has approved the purchase price and 
authorized the Director of Real Estate and/or his designee to negotiate the acquisition; and 
 

WHEREAS, based upon the Environmental Trust Review Board approved value, an 
offer to acquire the subject property was made to and accepted by the owner of said property; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, contracts to acquire said property were prepared by the office of the County 
Attorney, executed by the owner of the subject property and the Director of Real Estate and/or  
his designee and approved as to legality form by the Office of the County Attorney; now, 
therefore be it: 
 
1st RESOLVED, that the County of Suffolk hereby approves the acquisition of the subject 
property set forth below under the New Enhanced Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection 
Program, effective as of June 14, 2016, Open Space component  and the New Suffolk County 
Drinking Water Protection Program, effective as of December 1, 2007, Open Space component, 
for a total purchase price of Eight Million Three Hundred Seventy Nine Thousand                                         
Dollars ($8,379,000.00+), at Ninety Thousand Dollars ($990,000) per acre for 93.10+ acres, 
subject to a final survey; and hereby authorizes additional expenses, which shall include, but not 
be limited to, the cost of surveys, appraisals, environmental audits, title reports and insurance, 
and tax adjustments: 

 
  SUFFOLK COUNTY     
PARCEL: TAX MAP NUMBER:  ACRES:  
No. 1  District  0600  93.10+    
  Section 019.00   
  Block  01.00     
  Lot  003.000 
 
REPUTED OWNERS AND ADDRESSES: 
Estate of Willis B. Carman, as to 1/3 interest 
280 Main Street 
Farmingdale, NY  11735 
 
Estate of Gregory W. Carman, as to 1/3 interest 
266 Main Street 
Farmingdale, NY  11735 
 
Residuary Estate of John C. Ingham, as to 1/3 interest 
266 Main Street 
Farmingdale, NY  11735 
 
; and be it further 
                  
2nd RESOLVED, that the Director of Real Estate and/or his designee, is hereby authorized, 
empowered, and directed, pursuant to Section C42-3(C)(3) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY 
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CHARTER, to acquire the parcel(s) listed herein above from the reputed owner, the funding for 
which shall be provided under the New Enhanced Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection 
Program, effective June 14, 2016, Section C12A-2(B)(1) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER,   
and the New Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program, effective December 1, 2007, 
Open Space component, Section C12-2(A)(1) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER,  for the 
County’s purchase price of Eight Million Three Hundred Seventy Nine Thousand                              
Dollars ($8,379,000.00+), subject to a final survey; and be it further  
 
3rd RESOLVED, that the County Comptroller is hereby authorized to reserve and to pay 
$5,464,443.00+, subject to a final survey, from previously appropriated funds in capital project 
525-CAP-8732.210 for the New Enhanced Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program, 
2014 Referendum, effective as of June 14, 2016, pursuant to the new Article XllA of the 
SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER, Section C12A-2(B)(1); and $2,914,557.00+ from previously 
appropriated funds in capital project 525-CAP-8714.211 for the New Suffolk County Drinking 
Water Protection Program, effective as of December 1, 2007, Open Space component, Section 
C12-2(A)(1) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER,  for this acquisition;  
and be it further 
 
4th RESOLVED, that the Director of Real Estate and/or his designee; the Division of 
Planning and Environment; and the County Department of Public Works are hereby authorized, 
empowered, and directed to take such actions and to pay such additional expenses as may be 
necessary and appropriate to consummate such acquisition, including, but not limited to, 
securing appraisals, title insurance and title reports, obtaining surveys, engineering reports and 
environmental audits, making tax adjustments and executing such other documents as are 
required to acquire such County interest in said lands; and be it further 
 
 
5th  RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section C12-2(A)(2)(c), this property is not to be 
developed and thirty (30) Workforce Housing Development Rights shall be removed and placed 
in the Suffolk County Workforce Housing Transfer of Development Rights Program registry 
pursuant to the Workforce Housing Development Rights Program as developed by the 
Department of Planning, consistent with Resolution No. 412-2005, as amended, and approved 
by the Suffolk County Executive and the Suffolk County Legislature; and be it further 
 
 
6th  RESOLVED, that the acquisition of such parcel(s) meets the following criteria as 
required under Section C12-2(B)(1) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER: 

a.) freshwater/tidal wetlands and buffer lands for same; 
d.) lands determined by the County Department of Planning to 

be necessary for maintaining the quality of surface and/or 
groundwater in Suffolk County;   

  
7th  RESOLVED, that the subject parcel(s) shall be transferred to the County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation for passive recreational use; and be it further 
 
8th  RESOLVED, that the above activity is an unlisted action pursuant to the provisions of 
Title 6 NYCRR, Part 617; and be it further 
 
9th  RESOLVED, that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment for the 
following reasons: 
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1.) the proposed action will not exceed any of the criteria of 6 NYCRR, 
Section 617.7, which sets forth thresholds for determining significant  
effect on the environment, as demonstrated in the Environmental 
Assessment Form; and 
 

 2.) the proposed use of the subject parcel(s) is passive park ; and 
 

3.) if not acquired, the property will most likely be developed for 
residential purposes; incurring far greater environmental impact 
than the proposed acquisition and preservation of the site would 
have; and be it further 

 
10th  RESOLVED, that in accordance with Section 450-5(C)(4) of the SUFFOLK COUNTY 
CODE, the Suffolk County Council on Environmental Quality  is hereby directed to prepare and 
circulate any appropriate notices or determinations in accordance with this resolution. 
 
 
 

 
DATED: 
  

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
       
 County Executive of Suffolk County  

Date of Approval: 
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